






be)'ond its initial 12 elllreprcncurial 
suitC's wi1h ,1 cale and conf'c:rcncc areas; 
Phase I I 1vill be 10 rcno\'al.c the 
sanetuar)', which is prepped for 
clevelopmcnl. Tiu; Root, a venture of 
fa1hcr-a11cl-daugh1er duo ,\lark and 
Brigid ivlorrissey, is l1011secl in a former 
grocny store i11 New Albani', Ind., that 
has been trnnsfurmecl inw an 8,000-s.f. 
technology hub. 

Dil'crsity in seeding entrepreneurship 
remains an i111pona111 co1nponen1 10 West 
Louisville growth, according to Kevin 
Fidds, cxcclllil'e director or die Louis,·illc 
Ce11Lml Community Centers, which l1eld 
its Entrepreneurship + All Kickoff in 
ii-larch. Thai event hci;an a 10-week
training curricula. with backing ror
cntn·preneurs under the \<VoodFnrcst
Foundry. with support l"rom Wooclforcsl
National Bank. Entrepreneurs who we,·e
rais<·cl in the area have come back to
support these new efforts. including Bt11ch 
Mosb)' of' Sponso,�1 Success. 

Metro Louis,·ille government offers 
programs like those through the Nia 
Center (2900 W. Broadway in L1J11isville), 
plus the Entn;c-prcneurship Series with 
Cher Space, and the ELS)' Cr arr 
Enu·epre11curship Lo crca1c a fo11ndatio11 
10 help budding business owners in 
specilk lie-Ids get stancd or grm,·. poi med 
out Mary Ellen Wicdcrwohl, chief or 
Louisville Forward. 111 addition LO 
!raining aud guidance, Louisville
Forward offers a suite of' lo;in programs, 
including Spark, ,1 $500 1.0 $4.999 loan 
for thost· businesses ,•01111gcr than a vear; 
Ignite, a $5.000 u; $15,000 loa,{ for
businesses older than a re;ir; the gap 
financing loan, which offers up Lo 
$200,000 10 eligible- small businesses; and 
fa<;ade loans ror extc1·ior propel'l)'
improvements. 

lntra-preneursliip too 
Growth from the corporate s<·ct<H" for 
entrepreneurship includes spinoffs. For 
cxarnplc. Louisville has seen activity 
arou n d  s p i 11 o ffs r r o m  rnajo r 
corporations like Censcape and El Toro. 
L;is1 summer Censcape. the leading 

global provider uf data and inu:lligencc 
for energy and commodity 111a1·kets. 
announced Llw succcssl'ul spin-oul of its 
l.ine\lision business, which prol'idcs
secure 11011-contact transmission line
111 o n i 1 o r i n g , c o n d u c t o r  a s s e t
1nanagemcnt and d)'namic line rating
solntions to electric 111ilitics worldwide. 

Universities. and now ltigl, scltools 
also. arc acli\'c in encouraging students 
into cnt1-cp1·e11curial spaces. Those 
include the Uni1·crsi1v or Lo11isvilk's 
School or Business La11;1cl1-IT program. 
as well ,1s 1hc .J.B. Spt:cd School or 
Enginc<:ring effort with Kindred 
1 kailhcare Inc. for internal innovation 
begun in 20 17 under the name The 
Hive lo aid in the development of' 
tcch11ology inside that company. Ten Lo 
12 engineering s tudents (and soon 
business s111<k11ts) panicipatc in I live 
activities eaclt quarter. 

Revolmion's Rise or 1hc Rest Seed 
Fund, m;inagcd by ex-AOL mogul Steve 
Case, has im·cstcd in Kentucky, pushed 
regional cn1rcpre;;neurs into  the 
spo t light  - inc luding a reccnl  
appearance 011 '"60 Minutes" - and put 
his influence behind App Harvest's work 
to build an ag1ech ccosy s1.c111. The 
c o m p a ny r c c <:11LI)' laun ched a n  
agriculwral c11trepn:neur program at 
Pike Co1111t(s Shelby Valley l ligh 
School, where more than 80 students 
applied for 33 avail.iblc slot�. 

City govcrnmcn1 efforts u11der 
K<:ntllckinnavVorks like Code Louisville. 
a.swell as nonprofits like the Technolog y 

Associa1io11 or Louisville Kenuu:ky, 
Code for Kenturkiana (Code ror 
Americ;i). and others arc advocating for 
more- workforce training, STEAM 
rurric11l11m, and olltt·r methods 10 
incrnd11ct· more tech talent through 
(' d II C a I i O ll I O S ti p p o r I I It e 
c11Lreprcnc-urial landscape. 

CU Prcsidcnl a11d CEO Kent Oyler 
h a s  clu b b e d  1 l1 i s  the  "Ye ar  or  
Tcchnolob')'" for Louisville and expect� 
LO sec n1orc interregional coo1Kratio11, 
especially through tools and 1actics tied 
to the KY RISE cfforLs. Oyler poi11Ls out 

Enr ching C ,n1rr1uni1 ies 

through Enlivened Design 

B1ya11 JVelage, Sl,e//owee 811si11ess Networli 
Ci11ci111111ti Node leader; Bobby Claril, She//owee 
811si11ess Nelwor/1 lexi11gto11 leacle,; aud Ah'X Day, 
Fo1111cler ofll,e She//owec 811si11ess Networh and 
S/w//owee Ve11t11re Fwul. 

the Nortlteni Kentucky region and 
Lo11isville both have strong corporate 
players LO support more en1rcprcncm·ial 
efforts in logistics. 

"We will be taki11g emrtpreneurship to 
a ltigltcr level with national best practices, 
and the Teehsta1· report will give us 
guidance on 111c1.hodnlogics t(J make Lhat 
happen. borrowing ideas 
from Cincinna1i and its 
Cenlril"usc pla11," lte said. 
C re a t  c r L o u i s  1· i 11 e · s 
E11terpri,e Corp. oiler, 
assistance for Lou is,·illc 's 
c n 1 re p r t·ne11rs w i tlt 
busincss-pla11 as.scssn,enLS. 
capital access. strategic 
i111roductiuns and pecr•to­
peer nl'lworking 1hrn11gh 

..

Kent Dyle,; 
Presicle11I/ 
CEO, Crea/er 
l..ouisville Jue. 

Mcmor Loui�'\;JI(: and Revlt. O)'ler said he 
also hopes Lo rcvitali1.e the inac1ivc 
Entc1prisc Angels l-{roup, and sec more 
actil'it)' in the region f'rnm Bluegrass 
A11gcls, based in Lexington.■ 

l>flwn ,\lum· Jlwk1•t1/m, ;\ o rnnn}J1H1d1•11t Jm Tl1c l..:.Hk 
Rl-·pon. \'111 r,11, lw �1111 hr,J nl t'd1ton,,lft/aun.,.porl.rom. 
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