














òEveryone in your 
community is an 

Economic Developeró

Brad Thomas, Economic Developer 
June 6, 2019
Paducah, KY
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Workforce

ÅAvailability

ÅSkills

ÅEducation In Line with Employer Skill 
Requirements 
Åi.e. Project Lead The Way; Apprenticeships; VexRobotics

ÅAllowing Area Industries to Influence Curriculum  
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Quality of Life

ÅRecreational Opportunities

ÅCollege / Universities

ÅGreen Space / Parks 

ÅHospitals

ÅShopping

ÅMain Street
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Government

ÅCooperation between City and County
ÅProactive / Forward Thinking
ÅOpen
ÅPlanning and Zoning
ÅInfrastructure
ÅLocal Taxation
ÅPartners 
ïChamber; Tourism; Historic Preservation; Water 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΤ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΤ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΤ ŜǘŎΧ
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Recruitment

ÅLearn Your Strengths

ÅHow are Existing Companies Treated?

ÅTell Your Story

ÅPerceptions 

ÅPopulation Trends

ÅSeek Partners and Utilize Friends

ÅStrategize
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Retention

ÅOpen Communication

ÅWorkforce Training and Availability
ïConnecting to Education

ÅBecoming a Part of the Community

ÅSolving Pain Points

ÅBrag On / Tell Their Story
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